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SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...it was not guite as easy...you said time,
or one minute...not as e asy a s they ha d t h ought a nd t h e
repercussions on them were devastating. S o perhaps while the
Legislature discusses it in an academic, abstract fashion, i t
would be good if our minds could at least try to come to grips
with what it means for the state in a ceremonial, ritualistic
fashion take the life of a citizen, especially when others who
had done things far worse were not even subjected to that t ype
of punishment. So what I am hoping you will do is support this
bill and get rid of this remaining vestige of barbarism which,
by the way , is sha red with countries like Libya, Russia, and
South A f r i ca .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you , Si r . Be f o r e p r o ceed i n g t o an
amendment on the desk, Senator Langford announces the following
guests are visiting the Legislature. We have 14 Buffalo County
4-H members from Buffalo County with their leader in the north
balcony. Would you people please stand. Thank you. We are
delighted to have yo u with u s this morning. Nr . Clerk, an
amendment.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator NcFarland would move t o amend.
Senator, this is the amendment found on page 1634, AM0889. It
is the one I have in front of me at this time.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Sen a t o r Nc F a r l an d .

SENATOR NcFARLAND: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, and fellow senators.
This is an amendment that I have proposed t o this particular
death penalty bill. The amendment makes an exception in which
the death penalty can be imposed and that exception would be for
the prison murderer. If a person has been convicted of fi rst
degree murder, and then while he or she is in prison murders a
prison guard or another inmate, then that exception could apply
and that particular person who had killed again, so to speak,
would have the death penalty imposed. As a lawyer, I am very
aware of t he ine quities of the present statute with regard to
the death penalty and how it is imposed. I am particularly
concerned with the aspect of plea bargaining. I understand some
of the concerns there. As a matter of fact, I just heard about
a case in Texas where it was a holdup of a conv enience s tor e ,
two men we re charged and arrested. They didn't know which one
had done the shooting inside the store, which one had been t h e
driver. They offered a plea bargain to the o ne t he y t h o u gh t w a s
driving, and that wa s a p le a bargain so he could escape the
d eath penalty. That particular person d id accept t he p l e a
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